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LETTER FROM OUR DIRECTOR 
 
Welcome to the fifth edition of the CTE News, the Tempe Union High School 
District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) programs.  TUHSD has over 7000 students currently enrolled in 
22 different CTE programs in our district. ranging from Culinary to  Engineering, 
Automotive Technology to Technical Theatre, and many more.  
 
All of our CTE programs allow teachers and students to interact with local busi-
nesses and community members, and these past few months we have been work-
ing hard to help expand such opportunities.  This month we have begun our sec-
ond round of advisory meetings for the year, and we have already seen strong 
collaborations being formed as a result of these meetings and committees.  These 
have included shared student opportunities, teacher mentoring, student field trips, 
and student internships.  Thank you to our teachers and industry members for 
helping to make these committees a success.  
 
This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at Corona Del Sol High 
School.  Corona Del Sol High School has seen great success in their CTE pro-
grams in the past, and as you will see in this month’s featured articles, these suc-
cesses are ongoing. 
 
Finally, this month, as we celebrate CTE Month, we would like to thank all of 
our teachers for all of the incredibly things they continue to do for our students!  
Please realize, you are greatly appreciated, and your efforts do not go un-noticed. 
 
We hope you enjoy the information shared in 
this newsletter, and look forward to sharing 
more information with you in the future! 
 
Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 
 

 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 

 February 27:  Design and Busi-
ness Advisory Committee mtgs. 

 February 28:  Culinary And 
LPS Advisory Committee mtgs. 

 March 14:  CTE Update m tgs. 

 March 17:  Suns Career  Devel-
opment Day for TUHSD CTE 

 March 27-April 7:  EVIT Site 
Visits 

 March 27—MTP 

 March 29—CDS 

 March 31—MHS and CHS 

 April 3—DVH 

 April 5—THS 

 April 7—MDN 

 April 7-April 21:  Spring CTE 
end-of-program  assessments 

 May 9:  CTE Student Recogni-
tion Night at DVH  

 

WE LOVE OUR CTE TEACHERS! 



 
 
 

WHAT ARE   
CDS  STUDENTS  

SAYING ABOUT CTE? 
 
 

“Financial Math teaches me things 
that I can apply in real life as I am 
learning it. I am already better at 
budgeting money, and I have 
learned things about the stock mar-
ket I don't think I could have 
learned anywhere else. Mrs. Palmer 
is one of the best teachers I have 
ever had, and she is always willing 
to help when I fall behind. I know 
that my future will be forever im-
pacted because half of my family 
has asked me to do their taxes be-
cause they don't know how. I know 
that this can make me extra money 
if needed, and that my budgeting 
skills will always be better. Until 
Financial Math, I couldn't get my-
self to keep a savings account for 
long, and I now have $350, un-
touched.” 

~ Lily Gorla, Financial Math 
 

 
“What I love about my CTE class is 
that it allows me to have a class with 
one my interests: children. Through 
the class, we make lesson plans each 
week and then teach them to the 
preschoolers the following week.  
The class will definitely help me in 
the future. Early Childhood 1-6 is 
available for Dual Enrollment, al-
lowing me to get a head start in col-
lege courses. It also helps me to see 
if I could really be a teacher for the 
rest of my life. The class is a great 
resume builder. Walking into a job 
interview at 16, I was able to have a 
higher starting pay because of my 
experience working in the Early 
Learning Center for 2 years and the 
education I've received. I have also 
gotten CPR and First Aid trained 
through the class, as well as being 
tested for TB, all things required for 
hire when working with children.”  

~ Ashley Cullings, Early Childhood  
 

 
"The class does fun activities and 
it’s helping me to plan my future, 
and I’m learning about my future 
career."   

~ Emilee Sallurday, FCCLA 
 
 

“What I like about Financial Math is 
that the teacher, Mrs. Palmer, is just 
one of the best teachers I have ever 
had and I love her and I’m going to 
miss her when I leave. I plan on 
becoming an accountant, so this 
class will help me quite a bit with 
my future because I have learned 
the basics on my career choice” 

~ Tylor Davidson, Financial Math 
 

 
 

Fun Fact:  Corona Del Sol is the home of the 
Aztecs.  The mascot is the Aztec Warrior, and 
Corona Del Sol means Crown of the Sun.   

 
DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY STUDENTS WIN AWARDS FOR  

TEMPE SISTER CITIES YOUNG ARTIST SHOWCASE 
2017 THEME:  WE’RE GOING PLACES 

 

Joe Trevino, Digital Photography 

In the Tempe Sister Cities’ Young Artis Showcase, young artists were encouraged to draw 
inspiration from their experiences with travel, exchange, international friendships, and 
their goals to present  a vision for the future of peace, mutual respect, understanding, and 
cooperation one individual and community at a time.   
 

Two Corona Del Sol Digital Photography student artists submitted winning entries.  Jen-
nica Jackson won 2nd place for her entry MLK March, and Charlsie McDonald won 3rd 
place for her entry Traveling the Road less Traveled. 

STUDENTS PROFIT 
THROUGH 

MARKET DAY PROJECT 
 

Robin Palmer, Business 
 

Corona's Market Day took a new format 
this year with all sales done on two con-
secutive days during lunch.  The event 
was a big success and the students were 

excited to calcu-
late their profit.  

CDS DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS IS MAKING NEWS 
 

Kris Urban, Digital Communications 

The 2016 edition of the Corona del Sol Sunset yearbook was named a finalist for a CSPA 
Crown. The Crown Awards honor top student publications chosen from CSPA’s members. 
During Crown consideration, publications are judged on their excellence as shown by their 
design, photography, concept, coverage and writing. A total of 1,190 publications 
were eligible for judging. 
 

"It was an amazing feeling to be recognized for all of our hard work," said cur-
rent editor in chief MacKenzie Robb. "It felt like a reward at the end of a long, 
successful year."  
 

Crown Finalists are actual winners, not nominees. Some will be announced as 
Gold Crowns; the rest are Silver Crowns. Final results will be announced and 
presented at the CSPA ceremonies in March 2017. 

 
 

Corona Del Sol High School 

Jennica Jackson, 
MLK March 2nd Place 

Charlsie McDonald 
Traveling the Road Less Traveled 3rd Place 

CDS DECA STATE OFFICER CANDIDATE 
 

Mike Lohmann, Business  
 

Corona Del Sol  junior, Haleigh Bemis is a candidate for Arizona DECA State 
Officer for next year. Haleigh successfully completed the application process 
consisting of an application, supporting documentation, a comprehensive 
exam, and two interviews. Haleigh will campaign for office through the State 
Career Development Conference in Tucson. If elected, Haleigh will represent 
Corona del Sol, TUHSD, and the State of Arizona for a term of 1 year. 



CDS STUDENTS  
LEARN TO THRIVE  

IN FINANCIAL MATH 
 

Robin Palmer, Business 
 

In Financial Math, students are challenged 
to learn how to handle their financial situ-
ations better. One activity we do in class is 
play Thrive Time. The game was designed 
for teenagers and poses situations teens 
often face. Students draw cards and make 
decisions about opening businesses, in-
vesting, and going to college. Along the 
way, they face situations that may or may 

not be in their control. An 
example is tripping down 
the stairs at school and 
having an unexpected 
dental bill. A more posi-
tive example is receiving 
an inheritance from 
Grandma to help pay for 
school expenses.   

CORONA BUSINESS STUDENTS OWN THEIR  
FUTURES  WITH DECA COMPEITION SUCCESS 

 

Mike Lohmann, Business  

CDS DECA Stock Market Game Winners 

Corona DECA has two teams that Qualified 
for DECA ICDC in the DECA Stock Market 
Game. Both teams finished in the Top 25 in 
the Western Region (1259 teams competed) 
to automatically qualify for ICDC. ICDC is in 
Anaheim, CA from April 26-29, 2017.  
 

CDS DECA District 5 Conference Winners (ASU—January 17, 2017) 
 

Test Medalists:  Matt Keely, Kyle Swindler, and Jack Wachtel 
 

Role-Play Event Overall Winners and Role-Play Medalist 
 

2nd Place: Collin Frazey, Ryan Dinnan, Connor Richards, Aric Urban, 
Patrick Dietz, Chris Pop 

3rd Place:  Haleigh Bemis, Damarius Standifer, Rex Peterson, Kaitlin 
Van Houghton 

4th Place:  Nick Barks, Connor LoCascio,  Alex Enoch 
5th place:  Matthew Wilcox 
7th Place:  Camryn Palmer 
Medalist:   Ryan Jiang 
 
 STUDENTS SERVE OTHERS AND  

LEARN WORK-BASED SKILLS FOR LIFE  
 

Margaret Lamb,  Fashion  
CDS Students have had the opportunity to attend a 
number of diverse field experiences and learn from 
some excellent guest speakers.  Field trips have 
included:  FCCLA Leadership Camp, FIDM Fashion 
Tour and Debut Gala, and a Scottsdale Fashion 
Square Visual Merchandising Workshop.  Students 

have also received great strategies for future success from presenters from 
the following organizations:  Art Institute, Toni & Guy Academy, FIDM, and 
Wells Fargo.  Some of the topics covered included college and career  prepa-
ration, financial fitness, and health and wellness.   
 

CDS Students have also had the opportunity to partici-
pate in service learning  projects.  These have included 
working with a number of wonderful organizations this 
year such as:  Smiles of Christmas, Susan G. Komen, 
Child Crisis Shelter of AZ, Neonatal Unit at Chandler 
Regional Hospital, and many more.  Students raised 
funds and donated supplies and money to support the 
work of these charities. 

HANDS-ON   
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 
WITH MRS. PALMER 

 

Robin Palmer, Business 
 

In Entrepreneurship, 
students learn eco-
nomic topics such as 
productivity and use of 
resources. Two activi-
ties Mrs. Palmer uses 
to help students un-

derstand these topics are the shelter ac-
tivity and making pizzas. In the shelter 
activity, teams of students are given a 
stack of newspapers and one roll of 
masking tape. They need to build a free-
standing shelter that all of the team can 
fit under using only those two capital 
resources. It is quite a challenge, but the 
teams feel very successful when they ac-
complish the task. In the pizza activity, 
teams work to "make" pizzas using paper, 
scissors, and colored pencils. Each re-
source has a cost associated with it. Stu-
dents learn the value of specialization 
and acquiring capital resources. 
 

Entrepreneurship students also had a 
successful Market Day in Novem-
ber.  Sixteen student teams sold items 
such as t-shirts, stickers, fortune boxes, 
and portable chargers.  Two groups sold 
items to help benefit families of Corona 
students who were facing financial and 
health challenges.  These teams shared 
their profit with the family.   Senior John 
Barno said this about the experi-
ence:  "The best thing I liked about the 
project was the ability to open a business 
with 3 other great guys. What I learned 
was that every time you think something 
is going your way, expect the unexpected 
and be prepared to challenge anything 
that is thrown at you."  

Team 1: Connor Frazey (Sr.) 

Team 2: Tanner Kippes (So.) 
 Jase Bronson (So.) 
 Cody Stuhmer (Fr.) 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD? 
 
 

Mary Gaston, Early Childhood Education 

Corona Early Childhood 1-2 students are preparing to take home the RealCare 
babies.  Seventy-three students will be taking home the babies beginning the 
weekend of February 17th.  Corona sends twelve babies home per weekend, with 
care being required from Friday afternoon-Monday morning.   

ECE 1-2 students have also been spending time this year with their Aztyke Buddy.  
First semester the Buddies worked together to create a 2017 hand print calendar 
for the Aztyke parents.  Students designed and led the class/children through the 
creative, month- related projects.  Besides the fact that it was a fun gift for the 
parents to receive from their little ones, this activity gave the ECE 1-2 students an 
opportunity to observe the developmental stages of their buddy.   
Students in ECE 3-8 have had a busy year.  I refer to this 
group of students as my “Dream Team”.  They go above and 
beyond in their lesson planning, preparation, FCCLA activi-
ties, etc.  Students recently participated in a district-wide 
field trip to the Children’s Museum, Phoenix.  Students 
learned that the Museum is a place where children play to 
learn, and grown-ups learn to play.  The developmental 
stages of a child have all been considered in the design of 
the exhibits and programs.   



“We may not be able to prepare the future for our children, but we can at 
least prepare our children for the future.”  ~ Franklin D. Roosevelt 

 
 

 
 

 
 

CTE ADE 
ASSESSMENTS 

Day Date School 

Friday April 7 CDS 

Monday April 11 MDN* 

Wednesday April 12 MHS* 

Thursday April 10 CHS* 

Tuesday April 18 MTP 

Thursday April 20 THS 

Friday April 21 DVH 

We administered the practice CTE End of 
Program Assessment to over 1,100 of our 
students in November.  Preliminary re-
sults show that over 65% of our students met 
or exceeded the new cut scores. We look 
forward to all our students passing the final 
this spring. 

 

Spring 2017 Testing Dates 
 

SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS 

 
 

Celebrate TODAY, Own TOMORROW! - CTE Month 
Shauna Demers, CTE Staff Development Coordinator 

 
 

 

February is CTE Month, and the time to recognize dedicated teachers, administrators, students, and business partners 
working to make Career and Technical Education programs a valuable college and career pathway.  “Celebrate Today, 
Own Tomorrow” is the 2017 CTE Month theme, and this reminds us of the importance of readying today’s students to 
join the workforce of tomorrow..  Currently, major areas of concern in CTE include:  industry-backed certifications, 
funding, standards, technology, and jobs of the future.  According to ACTE’s CTE Today Fact Sheet, “Career and Tech-
nical Education encompasses 94 percent of high school students, and 8.4 million individuals seeking postsecondary 
certificates and associate degrees in CTE fields.” 
 

In TUHSD we are offering 22 CTE programs with over 7,000 students currently enrolled.  This year, we anticipate that 
more than 1,800 students will be completing a CTE program in our district. 

 

Career and Technical 
Education 

 

Tempe Union High School District 
500 West Guadalupe Road 

Tempe, AZ 85283 
Phone: 480-839-0292 

 

GEEKS  
NIGHT OUT 

The 6th Annual Geeks Night Out event will 
be held on Thursday, March 2, 2017, from 
4:30-8 at the Tempe Community Complex 
located at the SW corner of Rural Road and 
Southern Avenue.   
 
This free, family-friendly event is a part of 
the Arizona SciTech Festival.  There will be 
a blending of science, technology, engineer-
ing, arts, and math (STEAM) activities. The 
event includes hands-on activities, live per-
formances, food trucks, robotics displays, 
science experiments, fine arts activities, 
and much more!   
 
Tempe Union high schools will have booths 
in the areas of science, engineering, robot-
ics, construction, sustainability, culinary, 
fashion design, 3D animation, biotechnolo-
gy, fine arts, and coding. 

   

From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

 

Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 

Julie Bisby 
Administrative Assistant 
jbisby@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 

Aaron Golamb 
CTE Technician 
agolamb@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 
 
 

Michelle Crary 
CTE Staff Development and  
Accountability Coordinator 
mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 

Shauna Demers 
CTE Staff Development  
Coordinator 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 

CTE INDUSTRY 
CERTIFICATION 

The industry certifications for all 
CTE programs have begun.  Teach-
ers, if you have not scheduled your 
industry certification, please con-
tact Michelle Crary or your CTE 
Support Specialist.   We would like 
to administer the industry certifi-
cation before April (where appro-
priate) to avoid conflicts with 
AzMerit, CTE ADE assessment, 
Accuplacer, AIMS Science, Civics 
retakes, AP testing, and monitor-
ing visits.  
 
 

If you have questions about your 
industry certification, please con-
tact Michelle Crary 
mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us. 
 
 
*  Please note date changes. 

Don’t forget to join the CTE Book Club 
 

Enroll in the book club by going to: 
https://tempeunion.instructure.com/enroll/H9LHHH 

Questions - Contact Dr. Michelle Crary (mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us) 


